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Ts The PUBLIC „„ M 
.N- univerſal challenge” was given laſt Summer, by 5 I 
| the authon of the Aſſurance of Faith Fingicated, 
| from the  mifrepreſentatinns of SANDEMAN and up- | 
work, to all WhO thought themſelyes intereſted in 
the diſpute, to overturg his arguments, if they found it i 
in their power. It was generally believed, that she Ix - | F 
' DEPENDENTS, Whoſe, docttine was fo 28 attacked, = 
would have made ſome attempt to refute his ee. : ö 
and vingicate their cauſe, by ſomeplauſible p piece of lophi- 
ſtry or other. An attempt indeed they did make; but 
12 a ſenſe, it would ſeem, of the inſufficiency of their 
arguments, it never ſaw the Ji iht. — Whether, upon 
finding their opponent's reaſoning from the Pry/e too 
'ftrong, they intended to 5 8 any .unguarded, expreſ- 
ſion he might let fall from the pulpit, is OT 
But their ſucceſs this Way Was Bis worſe For, two 
of their members Ty ohn Pysz and 7 605 URENC 
'STe EDMAN) who had gone 100 hear him preach, inſtea 
bringing away any thing Whereon a refutation could b 
founded, like the two ic. of old, brought a fave e 
report, and candidly t d their brethren, that they, had 
Heard nothing but 1 8 Golpel.- — This. was. 15 oa 
bolt they did not expect, and for which, they. | had. co 
reſource left, but the ola "Catholic plapof excomman 
tion. The two witneſſes Accordingly were fort with 
delivered up 10 Satan, with all the 2 5 formalings, a 
and were hardly allowed the priyilez ze of, teadidg their - 
reaſons, —Haying | thus ſhewn 3 good-will. by. comp 
menting, as fat as lay in theſr power, an. 7 
of confeſſors of the truth to the Father of lies, 
next device was, to apply to. the Lame ipfernal g 4 
for a portion of his ſubtilty and 1 invention, to belp them 
out at ſuch a dead-lift, and, affaſhn-like, to ſtab in che 
dark the preacher of thoſe truths. they were unable te 
overturn,—A flimſy Piece of cal umny: was Nn ugly 
| © fabricated, which, their . more candid than them- 
A ſelves, N with þis en dame in the front.— And 
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Jo! forth it came, and was blazoned abroad by the com- 
mon ſtreet-hawkers in this, and perhaps in all the 
other market -towns in the kingdom, under the 
title of Satan a poem, or A Dialogue between the De- 
vil and a modern Berean ;” aſter it had undergone (as 
it is faid) the inſpection, and approbation of ſundry 
INDEPENDENT Churches.” And this, doubtleſs, was the 
uttermoſt of their ſufficiency at the time of its date! 
But now, it is ſaid, they are working upon a new plan 
of attack, under the guiſe of Truth. and B——y® 
Though Chriſtians are above regarding the ſhafts of 
ander when levelled merely at their own perſons; 
yet when the cauſe of truth is in danger of being 
wounded by the arrows of malice, through the ſides of 
its teachers, it would be highly criminal for thoſe, who 
have it in their power, not to do juſtice to an injured 
character, for the ſake of the truth. An anſwer was 
therefore publiſhed by David Forbes, a worthy man 
of Montroſe : Of which, the following ſtanzas are only 
Aa paraphraſe or illuſtration, intended to give the 
public in general, and many well-meaning deluded peo- 
ple among the Independents in particular, a more clear, 
idea of ſome of the abſurd and antiſcriptural doctrines, 
and uſages, ſo tenacioully held forth and practiſed in the 
Churches formed on the plan of the late Mr Gras. A- 
_ verſe to anonymous fatire and perſonal abuſe, the 
BRE ANS openly ayow this Paper, which conſiſts. of no- 
thing but Hab been fects : And tho? a religious diſpute, 
dreſt in rhyme, may appear uncommon; yet as their ad- 
* verfaries ſeem fond of this mode of writing, and averſe 
"(being either unwilling or azab/e) to enter into a ſe- 
rious argument, it is requiſite to anſwer ſuch “ fools 
Fong et ee to their /o//y.” But, for the future, if 
© they have no better weapons to. wield, than they have 
© Hirherto employed, the "Betexs will treat their. malice 
and impotence, as King Hezehiah did Rab/hake/'s 
blaſphemous letter, which he ſpread before the Lord, 
ſaying at the ſeme time to his ſubjects, Anuſauer him not. 
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| 3 SETS 
4 INDEPENDENT Fain Mi 
To 


Oe 2 1 wy bende che Repore of the day; 

All manner of evit how falſely they fay, 

Againſt the BERAANMs, and Jas0s' their Head, 

Which SaTan and OL r induitrlouſty 
ſpread? . BE 


% 


Abſurd IxpREPRN DEN 171 1055 -foirlts are mean: 


With ſueering, and _leering, ill nature and 
3 


Independent of cruth, independent of ue 


Tour uit and your malice, ye weakly diſpenſe, | 


Yet, if ſlander be argument, ſolid ou true, 
No Billingſzate Lady's ſo able as you! _ 


Nay, in your ſweet Di«LO0GVUs (mi and e ldap » 
You ſcarce yield the palm to Four! father the op 


86412 . 


If eren offend you, it is not with hes ; Wee 
For they the truth VixD1care full in you 2 
They call you to anſwer, in name ef belf Gos; 


While ye call on SATAN tO ſmite with his rod! N 


Ah! woes me | your ipatlty” ſeem allied to kat, 


How otherwiſe could ye fuch calumbies tell 4 


May mercy prevent you, and pluck yo u as brands 


From fire, and your father, your * * 


commands 5 
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6 Tue INDEPENDENT FAITH Diſplayed. 
You take to yourſelves both the name and the ſtile 
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+ = Of Satan, ſolacin yourſelves with the guile 
= Okt miogling Toe] tru k with the lies that ye ay, 

” That ye may the N more ſurely beiray. 

; But truth is the ruth, althe' Satan ſhould ſay. i it, 

FI And many ſpeak truth with a view to betray it 

10 The truth we'll approve of, in ſpite of the . 


The truth is as good as the fallchood 1 is evil. 
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——ä— gs oy 


The truth which. the Scriptures ſo fully en 
To men bringeth joy, but to Devils deſpa 1 
The devils believing both tremble and grumble; - 
Bereans My are e thankful and humble. 


Now O ye BE REANS, who ſuch are N 

The more you're belied, you're We liker | your 
Heap: 

Sf Hold faſt by the truth, tho they pelt you 12 lies; 

1 Let the truth blow the tempeſt again in their o% 


1 Keep truth in your heart, and keep truth i in your 
PF mouth, 444 5 
| 1 For Satan is always defeated * ruth; | 
= Tho' flanders around you fly thicker than hail, 
"hf You' re proof againſt flanders i in that coat of mall. . 


Y.our buckler of faith will repell every dart, 

And truth like a poniard vill ſtab to:the heart: 
If well you ſhall manage the ſword of the Spiri it, 
a Nor Satan, nor Handerers dare venture near it. 

If Map and a Davri. they called . Lon v, 
And all of them crazy who follow'd his word; 
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The INDEPENDENT FAITH: ne, * 


What marvel, if ye, who are laſt in the train, 
Be, like your Redeemer, call d crack't in the db, 


They called him Bolzebub 4 Hear! earrh ** _ 
ven 

What glory diviner to you can be given, 

Fhan thus to be ſcourg d by the very ſame * 

Which Satan and ſinners deem'd worthy: for Gov? 


Thoſe children. of blindneſs the light cannot ſee; 
They foam out their 3 like the waves of aha 
A 2 7 g 


The day of che goſpel is mid- night to em. * 
Who to  theip "On challenge dare 1 not abr their 
| Name. 2 any 
Behold, ye 8 their faich. and huts Jong 2 
A found ſo uncertain ne er came from above 
Their faith is a fuz-ball* and can't bear the teſt, 
Of A Mae Rn the SUPER they 


Time - ea not allow me, to dunn up A5 whale _ 

Of the Scriptures they haul in — aue them a vole; 

. And to prove that their faith 18—2 —_—_— | 
and worſe; - © - 

For, inſtead of a bleſſing, it beings them 4 curfe, + 


This faith ſo newiſnaghed, and faſhion's by Glas 
With Glaſſites may pals, though but Glaſs-workalasF 


*Stiled, inour REC bs gion, The Diet Souf-Bex. 
A a 


7 Gal i. 8, 9 


8 The INDEPENDENT FAIT. 4 
For, gr 1 und poliſh'd een Wy 
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Is the Goſpel proclaim'd to the vileſt of men; 
And thus the one half of their faith they ſecure, 


oY which many imple N ſouls 287 INE. 


| |: : It confeundeth all ohjects, as 8 do. 
$f Theic faith's 80 — (fo this SaxDexan 
in 8 aith,) | 

1 „Wpbichz firm on a rock, the one end öf it hath ; 
* The other end on their obedievce ſtands,” oh 
BY The perfect fulfiment of Jxsus“ commands! 

9 The Rocx which they talk of in loftieſt Krain, +: 


But whether muſt we for foundation of faith, 
; | Regard what the Scripture or SANDEMAN ſaith ? 
'The latter declares, „ ?Tis the work of his 
O hase oa yon 
Alas! that foundation 3 is fGinkiog as lands 


N 


If faith | is eftabliſh'd on works of our own, 
Then, the plan apoſtolic is fairly o'erthrown ; 
But faith muſt be founded on Gov's Word done, 
Uamoreniy fix'r on "yn work he hath n. 


8 * 


* * 


Go declares, that $5 Jesvs his foul 3 is well 
"ret pleas d, . 

" And all who believe him with Jzs0s are rele = 

Behold the glad ridings, to Gentile and ev! 

| Believers are ſav'd, if the e true. 


Gop's word is ſufßcient for us, and for alt... 
 Govp's word into queſtion we peyer dare call—— 


The INDEBENT 


But Ber ot eee el th 
ie ee. by" Fach e Francs 1 
Yes! Les! we av it ; aſſuruned rp „ 
With aſſurance of faith, "have abundance of { _ f 
Both founded in evidence plain and direct: 
tur Jesu has r no ber wah ſhould bre 


e "Y 


Bur ye have your Marthe, ſo odd and To new, 

Yeur ſomet hing in others{ts ſomerhing in you = 
A ſomething ſo cruel, and ſtill unpoſſeſt 1˙ r 
An Aaron $ rod, frallowing vp all the reſt.” JEWS > E 
Like hs 2 ye are crying for ſigns i in the ies, 
While Mes5s1an's- works finithed flaſh 55 your 

. Sky 

| Silt praying, © O my we be eu 50 'OF - 
ce (ie indeed we be 280 the ſame may we know!” 


CELTS LR 7. * 1 


But why Jon” t yo ſee? O ye bling men of light? 

Ye grope in the dark, and ye ſay ye have ſight.” tn 

Ye maintain that the Goſpele beliche® by you't © 

ome ed ! elle ye who 1 Joy in it pe. . ] 
*« But Kow that [ know, I belfeve not in vain, | 

« Bot by my deſire, and my love, and my pain, 

« By my deeds, and endeavours the beſt that 

e ein: + hl 

"bb How: can the Loxp net accept. wh: a, man 

Lo, dere, is the PP <-> et, that ye (Ms vou up, 5 

While /ailing away from your Cape of Good Hopel., 

Ye box round your compuſs of labcur „ 

Your alms, and your order, and diſcipline dear! 1 
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10 The INDEPENDENT FAITH Diſplayed- A 


But Ah! the New 


I — >> EE eto Be rt WE" Fee I — 
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O the fa are of a Love: Ur the a noble exchange! 
For this is your. *fello orihipe p—wonderful nan J 
ſtament fellowſhip' $ gone? Þ 


Your fi/bes: are ferpents, your. bread is a ſtone 1 *- f 


But then, your  love-kiſſes chat bleſſings 1 

bring! (ring? 
Why don” t FE ſweet — | kiſs all . tlie 
Yet, if they're indeed an appointment of Gop, 
How came the apoſtles to ſend il them abroad ? ; 


© v» 


Your feet-waſhing too is a notable Randard | 


How widely from common-ſenſe | here you have 


wander'd! 
For tho' it with Men may be wholeſome and 
pleaſant, (cent. 


Yet, methinks, with the Women, tis rather ones 
How clocioadly grand i is your "ERS An EN! 
Derived from all'the inſpit'd holy men! 

But is the concluſion ſo perfectly true, 

That as they were inſpired, ſo therefore are you? 4 


* Thus they burleſque the fellowſhip of the — 
mentioned Acts ii. 42. by calling it a collection of mo- 
ney which they make about the time of their T 
Love-feaſts! 

9 Their cuſtom is to kiſs only the two perſons next 
them. 

+ The apoſtles ſent their ſklurations to the churches* 
at a diſtance, But how they could tranſport kiſſer, in 
the Independent ſenſe of the "word, is not . to 


- Conceive! 


1 * Immodeſty denies of no defence, OD 
44 For want of decency is want of Tonk Porz 


Ye 1 and A n * Il . 

Who to Satan gave Mey, having'ÞgxAto 11 
call: 

But vod luugh'd at by Satan, as ſons of the 4 


66 Both 10 and Fab I Know, bur who, ors 
| you?” | 


IS 
7 


Te ſay, ye love each one, 2 foot hicſelf, 8 
Aud freely diſtribute to brethren your pelf—, -:- 
But Devils with Devils hold as firm accord, 
Let aredamn'd for conſpiring againſt: the one Loa v. 


So if ye are "brethenn, 2 not in * truth, 
You're condemn'd, by Ir charity, from. your 
oon month; el 245 E. 
And, that ye are guilty, | is clear as the tay ; 
For, f he has the trail, none ee 7 face ; 
HFS +71 ee J e þ 
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wall in- 


If theſe are your marks, and with theſe a < 
Ye may tell one another, x That a 
deed ;” BITE 


1 Delivering a Po to Fw > 7 was italy 
a miraculous work of Soyereign- Almighty. power, done 
under the. infall:ble and immediate inſpiration of che 
Holy GnosT—which is now ceaſed—Therefore, that 
Popiih and Independent form of excommunication un- 
der the notion of delivering a perſon to Satan—is a moſt 
horrid and diabolical arrog:ting to themſelves the pow- 
er and authority of the HoLy Mp acl ng un · 
allayed, avowed and: practical 7 e 

$ Sceras See CERES 20; 0:4 ate ve Þ 
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= The INDEPENDENT FAITH Diſplayed. 
| f And e by ee O ye lofty proud men; 


Muſt. Fail ye, for he was as Pure as the law, : 
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Way ye ſing, ' "The Baus ns are crackt in the 
| Oran PL 0 2. ©; | 


AY hark! if your iabour ſhould fail in a title, 
"Then hell js your portion, by way of requital : 
The example from Curr which ye 3 
draw, 


Thus, e labour for ever, And ue in vatn;: . 
For aflurance of hope, which ye ne er ean attain ; 
For, according to you, tis the finiſhing favour Fa 
Your talk thep about it, 1 is all a mere haver, 


Ye ey at a ad and chu n at a rain-bow "3s 

As Puppics, and children, and fools, all in vain 
—5.— ; 

What pitiful doings muſt yours be lewd, 

If of hell or of heaven, ye know not, till dead! 


Thus, weary, and pained, and fearful, till death, 

They labour in fire, and they labour for wrath + 
For ſtill to their idols, (their own deeds,) they go, 
Inquiring of them, © if they re ſaved or no N 


FE. 


But O ye BeREans in heart and in name, 
Whoſe faith, and whoſe hope's with th' Apodils 
$4 the ſame | 3 
Je drink of a purer and nobler wine, 

The fruit of the SPIRIT, and Jesvs our Vine! 


Reconciled to Gop in the blood of his Son, 
We praiſe him, and glory in what he hath done 


The DEI D 


For what were che ue. e en . i 10 
croſs, 5 ” 
Unleſs we could view it as erf. „ 


ad -of 


No doubt, peraduenture, nor may-ba we knew, 8 
In any one thing which the SI doth * 7 
We know we are ſaved; and certaialy ſeal'd, 
When Jxsvs the Sanne us is RSS 


Pray, who are the perſons declar'd to be loft, 
But the blind to the goſpel, by darkneſs cage 
But Gop hath commanded his glory to ſhine 
In hearts of BEREANS. 30. glory divine? 0 | 


Our Gov is the Lonp who hath made earth and 
_ Brave, 3 
And © much do we love him, for much is for- 
iven!“ 


Forgiveneſs doth flow through. the whole of his | 


word, 


And flows to our hearts wide n of our 


Log. 15 
Forgiveneſs ſtill n in you if it dwell; 

In every believer it beareth the bell : 

Forgiveneſs doth grow in the. heart, as the root 

| Of every good product and Chriſtian, fruit. 

Tis true, while in this life, no man's free from 
| Sinz ; 

Nor Saint is e xeem'd from a warfare within: 
But deeds of the body ſhall mortified „ 
By power of the Sin who dwells i In _t us all. 
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No real ene 85 fo Fooliſh add: weak, 5 F * 
As harbour this woeful and common miſtabe; Fi Y 
« Becauſe he's not perfect as IEsus his Lon p, > 
c That therefore he has not believed his word,” 25 


Who'll fay, that King David was no Sink" Ne all, 5 
White 15 444 was ; Warring with the old boule, of + 
Saul? 1 
Or tay: of Rebecca, ſhe knew not of „ Wes 
When, feeling the children within hee at ſtrife? 


Who'll ſay, i in 2 garden, there groweth no COR 
Becauſe iharſome prickles may grow on the bower? 
Or ſay, there's no gard'ner to keep it at all, | 
Becauſe of the vermin that lurk by the wall 2 8 
AF. 1 110 
The faireſt of pictures are form'd on the ade 
And being contrifted, the fairer are made; 
Thus God out of darkngſs commanded the 780 
To pike of his glory the clearer diſplay. "0 


In our hearts we ſee clearer the truth and the grace, 
By the ſhade of their oppoſites found in the place; 


As lamps, which are uſed, to ſhine, in the pight, 


By means of the darknefs diſcover their, light. 


But now to review a few dables! of GL as, 2 

For Cold aniong Glafſites, wliich currently paſs'; 4 
(GLas's children love glitt ing deluſory things; 
They'll hunt for the down on the butterfiy $ wings?) 


Their Gl As bas ſo dreadfully broken the light, 
THat it wholly confoundeth their foul and cheir 
fight; e l 
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ook now, ye deſpiſers ot ch apes,- 

onfounded, [ grant, in their fears and their hopes; 

Chough they are as earth and! blind ag 4 ele, 

hey ſcarce can be mot to, than ont 
whole. Nr 3 5 
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2 your way the building muſt 
he tree with its root miſe depends on appar" 
he branches muſt ſpring from'the'bloffoms'th 
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ow brutiſhly ye * the k 


Thick proves ye are fille que and al 
| hearted, e 
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